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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ramberg et al (US Pub 20030014505 A1). 

Consider Claim 1, Ramberg et al clearly discloses a method of storing 
infomiation configured to be used for a plurality of communication protocols to access a 
monitored device by a monitoring computer (Ramberg et al, Fig 3, [0046], [0047J, 
[0049], [0052]) among distinct devices communicatively coupled to a network (Ramberg 
et al, [0024]), comprising: retrieving by the monitoring computer, from a first memory, 
information for accessing the monitored device using at least one communication 
protocol supported by the monitored device (Ramberg et al, [0038], Fig 3, [0046], 
[0047], [0049], [0052]) it clearly shows that the management information base contains 
the information about the sets of objects, and provides information about each object - 
including its structure and relationship with other objects. It also shows on the use of a 
system management unit, which aids in management of devices; 

Storing by the monitoring computer (Ramberg et al, Fig 3, [0046], [0047], [0049], 
[0052]), in a second memory, the information for accessing the monitored device 
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retrieved from the first memory (Ramberg et al, [00381-[0039]) (There is also a MIB on 
the device, which tells SNMP agents information about the devices; 

Selecting by the monitoring computer (Ramberg et al. Fig 3, [0046], [00471. [0049], 
[0052]) a communication protocol among the plurality of communication protocols 
(Ramberg et al, [0024], [0099]); the monitored device being configured to process two 
or more of the pluarity of communication protocols; 

and directly accessing the monitored device using the selected communication protocol 
and the information retrieved from the first memory and stored in the second memory by 
the monitoring computer (Ramberg et al, Fig 3, [0046], [0047], [0049], [0052]). It clearly 
shows on how monitoring systems employ plurality of communication protocols to be 
used to monitor devices in the network. The monitoring systems translate infomriation 
within the monitored devices into appropriate communication formats (Ramberg et al, 
[0024]). 

Consider Claim 2, and as applied to claim 1 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses the method wherein the retrieving step comprises: accessing a memory 
external to a monitoring computer to obtain the information for accessing the monitored 
device (Ramberg et al, [0025], [0038], [0039], Fig 3, [0046], [0047], [0049], [0052]). It 
clearly shows on the use of remote computing system to monitor devices in the network. 
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The management information base is also tied witli the application which monitors the 
devices on the network via SNMP (Ramberg et al, [0039]). 

Consider Claim 3, and as applied to claim 1 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses the method, wherein the selecting step comprises: selecting a communication 
protocol among SNMP, HTTP, and FTP (Ramberg et al, [0024], [0099]). It clearly 
shows that few of the protocols, which can be used for monitoring devices, comprises of 
the protocols SNMP, HTTP and FTP. The monitoring systems translate information 
within the monitored devices into appropriate communication formats (Ramberg et al, 
[0024]). 

Consider Claim 4, and as applied to claim 1 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses the method, wherein the retrieving step comprises: retrieving, from the first 
memory, at least one of a username and a password for accessing the monitored 
device using FTP (Ramberg et al, [0078], [0094], [0099]). It clearly shows on the use 
passwords on the devices in the network when accessing them for monitoring. 

Consider Claim 5, and as applied to claim 1 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the retrieving step comprises: retrieving, from the first memory, at 
least one of a community name and a password for accessing the monitored device 
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using SNMP (Ramberg et al, [0078], [0094], [0099]). It clearly shows on the use of 
SNMP along with passwords for monitoring devices in the network. 

Consider Claim 6, and as applied to claim 1 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the retrieving step comprises: retrieving, from the first memory, an IP 
address of the monitored device (Ramberg et al, [0046]). It clearly shows that the 
devices in the network have an IP address. 

Consider Claim 7, and as applied to claim 1 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the second memory comprises a vector of parameter name and 
parameter value paris for each of the plurality of communication protocols (Ramberg et 
al, [0055], [0056]). The SNMP subagents in Ramberg et al's invention uses routines as 
vectors, as they can used with other programs (Ramberg et al, [0055]). The routines 
are stored separately as files, and are pointed to when being used (Ramberg et al, 
[0055]). 

Consider Claim 8, and as applied to claim 1 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses the storing step comprises: storing the information for accessing the 
monitored device in a device software object associated with the monitored device 
(Ramberg et al, [0040], [00441-[0045]). It clearly shows that device data is captured 
from the device and stored in a database. 
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Consider Claim 9, and as applied to claim 8 above, Ramberg etal clearly 
discloses wherein the device software object is stored in a random-access memory unit 
of the monitoring computer (Ramberg et al, [0051]). It clearly shows that during 
monitoring the application software is incorporating the use of system memory. The 
remote HTML browser which is the remote monitoring console runs on computer, UNIX 
workstation, host computer etc. These systems have random-access memory unit to 
function (Ramberg et al, [0051]). 

Consider Claim 10, and as applied to claim 1 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the retrieving step comprises: accessing the first memory using 
virtual functions associated with an abstract software class (Ramberg et al [0040]- 
[0041], [0047]). Ramberg et al clearly shows that the platform devices can be managed 
by the use of Dynamic User Inteface, as it uses XML. And the XML provides a data 
standard to encode the content, semantics, and schemata for communication. The 
Java system management can also be used (which contains classes) for 
communication with SNMP agents [0049]. 

Consider Claim 11, and as applied to claim 1 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the accessing step comprises: transmitting to the monitored device, 
information stored in the second memory necessary to access the monitored device 
using the selected communication protocol (Ramberg et al, [0038]-[0039], [0040]-[0041], 
Fig 3, [0046], [0047], [0049], [0052]). It clearly shows on the usage of memory on the 
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system(s) when monitoring functionality is carried out wlien accessing tlie device via 
SNMP. 



Consider Claim 12, and as applied to claim 11 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the accessing step comprises: receiving, by the monitored device, the 
transmitted information; and processing, by the monitored device, the received 
information (Ramberg et al, [0038H0039], [0040]-[0041], Fig 3. [0046], [0047], [0049], 
[00521). It clearly shows that during monitoring, both the system monitor and the 
monitored devices transmit information to each other and vice-versa. 
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Consider Claim 13, Ramberg et a! clearly discloses a system of storing 
information configured to be used for a plurality of communication protocols to access a 
monitored device by a monitoring device (Ramber et al, Fig 3, [0046], [0047], [0049], 
[0052]) among distinct devices communicatively coupled to a network (Ramberg et al, 
[0024]), comprising: means of retrieving, from a first memory, information for accessing 
the monitored device using at least one communication protocol supported by the 
monitored device (Ramberg et al. Fig 3, [0046], [0047], [0049], [0052]). said means for 
retrieving being disposed in the monitoring computer; (It clearly shows that the 
management information base contains the infonnation about the sets of objects, and 
provides information about each object - including its structure and relationship with 
other objects); It also shows on the use of a system management unit, which aids in 
management of devices 

means of storing, in a second memory, the information for accessing the monitored 
device retrieved from the first memory, said means for storing being disposed in the 
monitoring computer; (Ramberg et al. Page 1, Fig 3. [0046]. [0047]. [0049], [0052]) 
(There is also a MIB on the device, which tells SNMP ages information about the 
devices) It also shows on the use of a system management unit, which aids in 
management of devices; 

means for selecting a communication protocol among the plurality of communication 
protocols (Ramberg et al, Page 1. [0024], [0099]), said means for selecting being 
disposed in the monitoring computer, the monitored device being configured to process 
two or more of the pluarity of communication protocols; 
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and means for accessing the monitored device using tfie selected communication 
protocol and the information retrieved from the first memory and stored in the second 
memory disposed in the monitoring computer (Ramberg et al, Fig 3, [0046], [0047], 
[0049], [0052]). It clearly shows on how monitoring systems employ plurality of 
communication protocols to be used to monitor devices in the network. The monitoring 
systems translate information within the monitored devices into appropriate 
communication formats (Ramberg et al, [0024]). 

Consider Claim 14, and as applied to claim 13 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the means for retrieving step comprises: means for accessing a 
memory external to a monitoring computer to obtain the infomriation for accessing the 
monitored device (Ramberg et al, [0025], [0038], [0039]). It clearly shows on the use of 
remote computing system to monitor devices in the network. The management 
information base is also tied with the applications, which monitors the devices on the 
network via SNMP (Ramberg et al, [0039]). 

Consider Claim 15, and as applied to claim 13 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the means for selecting step comprises: means for selecting a 
communication protocol among SNMP, HTTP, and FTP (Ramberg et al, [0024], [0099]). 
It clearly shows that few of the protocols which can be used for monitoring devices 
comprises of the protocols SNMP, HTTP and FTP. The monitoring systems translate 



Application/Control Number: 10/670,604 Page 11 

Art Unit: 2143 

information witliin the monitored devices into appropriate communication formats 
(Ramberg et al, [0024]). 

Consider Claim 16, and as applied to claim 13 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the means for retrieving step comprises: means for retrieving, from 
the first memory, at least one of a username and a password for accessing the 
monitored device using FTP (Ramberg et al, [0078], [0094], [0099]). It clearly shows on 
the use passwords on the devices in the network when accessing them for monitoring. 

Consider Claim 17, and as applied to claim 13 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the means for retrieving step comprises: means for retrieving, from 
the first memory, at least one of a community name and a password for accessing the 
monitored device using SNMP (Ramberg et al, [0078], [0094], [0099]). It clearly shows 
on the use of SNMP along with passwords for monitoring devices in the network. 

Consider Claim 18, and as applied to claim 13 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the means for retrieving step comprises: means for retrieving, from 
the first memory, an IP address of the monitored device (Ramberg et al, [0046]). It 
clearly shows that the devices in the network have an IP address, 

Consider Claim 19, and as applied to claim 13 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the second memory comprises a vector of parameter name and 



Application/Control Number: 10/670,604 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2143 

parameter value paris for each of the plurality of communication protocols (Ramberg et 
al, [0055], [0056]). The SNMP subagents in Ramberg et al's invention uses routines as 
vectors, as they can used with other programs (Ramberg et al, [0055]). The routines 
are stored separately as files, and are pointed to when being used (Ramberg et al, 
[0055]). 

Consider Claim 20, and as applied to claim 13 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the means for storing step comprises: means for storing the 
information for accessing the monitored device in a device software object associated 
with the device (Ramberg et al, [0040], [0044]-[0045]). It clearly shows that device data 
is captured from the device and stored in a database. 

Consider Claim 21 , and as applied to claim 20 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the device software object is stored in a random-access memory unit 
of the monitoring computer (Ramberg et al, [0051]). It clearly shows that during 
monitoring the application software is incorporating the use of system memory. The 
remote HTML browser which is the remote monitoring console runs on a computer, 
UNIX worl^station, host computer etc. These systems have random-access memory 
unit to function properly (Ramberg et al, [0051]). 

Consider Claim 22, and as applied to claim 13 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the means for retrieving step comprises: accessing the first memory 
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using virtual functions associated witli an abstract software class (Ramberg et al [0040]- 
[0041], [0047]). Ramberg et al clearly shows that the platform devices can be managed 
by the use of Dynamic User Inteface, as it uses XML. And the XML provides a data 
standard to encode the content, semantics, and schemata for communication. The 
Java system management can also be used (which contains classes) for 
communication with SNMP agents [0049]. 

Consider Claim 23, and as applied to claim 13 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the means for accessing step comprises: means for transmitting to 
the monitored device, information stored in the second memory necessary to access the 
monitored device using the selected communication protocol (Ramberg et al, [0038]- 
[0039], [0040]-[0041]). It clearly shows on the usage of memory on the system(s) when 
monitoring functionality is carried out when accessing the device(s) via SNMP. 

Consider Claim 24, and as applied to claim 23 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the means for accessing step comprises: means for receiving, by the 
monitored device, the transmitted information; and means for processing, by the 
monitored device, the received information (Ramberg et al, [0038]-[0039], [0040]-[0041], 
Fig 3, [0046], [0047], [0049], [0052]). It cleariy shows that during monitoring, both the 
system monitor and the monitored devices transmit information to each other and vice- 
versa. 
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Consider Claim 25, A computer readable storage medium encoded with 
instructions which when executed by a processing apparatus cause the processing 
apparatus to implement a method of storing information configured to be used for a 
plurality of communication protocols to access a monitored device (Ramberg et al, Fig 
3, [0046], [0047], [0049], [0052]) by a monitoring computer among distinct devices 
communicatively coupled to a network (Ramberg et al, [0024]), the method comprising: 
Retrieving by the monitoring computer, from a first memory, information for accessing 
the monitored device using at least one communication protocol (Ramberg et al, Page 
1 , [0024], [0099]) supported by the monitored device Ramberg et al, Fig 3, [0046], 
[0047], [0049], [0052]); 

Storing by the monitoring computer, in a second memory, the information for 
accessing the monitored device retrieved from the first memory (Ramberg et al. Fig 3, 
[0046], [0047], [0049], [0052]); 

Selecting by the monitoring computer a communication protocol among the 
plurality of communication protocols (Ramberg et al, Page 1 , [0024], [0099]), the 
monitored device being configured to process two or more of the plurality of 
communication protocols (Ramberg et al. Page 1, [0024], [0099]); and 

Accessing the monitored device (Ramberg et al. Fig 3, [0046], [0047], [0049], 
[0052]) using the selected communication protocol (Ramberg et al. Page 1 , [0024], 
[0099]) and the information retrieved from the first memory and stored in the second 
memory by the monitoring computer (Ramberg et al. Fig 3, [0046], [0047], [0049], 
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[0052]). It also shows on the use of a system management unit, which aids in 
management of devices. 

Consider Claim 26, and as applied to claim 25 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the means for retrieving comprises: for accessing a memory external 
to a monitoring computer to obtain the information for accessing the monitored device 
(Ramberg et al, Fig 3, [00461, [0047], [0049], [0052]). It clearly shows on the use of 
remote computing system to monitor devices in the network. The management 
information base is also tied with the applications, which monitors the devices on the 
network via SNMP (Ramberg et al, [0039]). It also shows on the use of a system 
management unit, which aids in management of devices. 

Consider Claim 27, and as applied to claim 25 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the readable storage medium wherein the selecting step comprises: 
means for selecting a communication protocol among SNMP, HTTP, and FTP 
(Ramberg et al, [0024], [0099]). It clearly shows that few of the protocols, which can be 
used for monitoring devices, comprises of the protocols SNMP, HTTP and FTP. The 
monitoring systems translate information within the monitored devices into appropriate 
communication formats (Ramberg et al, [0024]). 

Consider Claim 28, and as applied to claim 25 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the readable storage medium for retrieving step comprises: 
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instructions for retrieving, from the first memory, at least one of a username and a 
password for accessing the device using FTP (Ramberg et al, [0078], [0094], [0099]). It 
clearly shows on the use passwords on the devices in the network when accessing 
them for monitoring. 

Consider Claim 29, and as applied to claim 25 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the readable storage medium for retrieving step comprises: means 
for retrieving, from the first memory, at least one of a community name and a password 
for accessing the monitored device using SNMP (Ramberg et al, [0078], [0094], [0099]). 
It clearly shows on the use of SNMP along with passwords for monitoring devices in the 
network. 

Consider Claim 30, and as applied to claim 25 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the readable storage medium for retrieving step comprises: means 
for retrieving, from the first memory, an IP address of the monitored device (Ramberg et 
al, [0046]). It clearly shows that the devices in the network have an IP address. 

Consider Claim 31, and as applied to claim 25 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the readable storage medium comprises the second memory where a 
vector of parameter name and parameter value pairs for each of the plurality of 
communication protocols (Ramberg et al. [0055], [0056]). The SNMP subagents in 
Ramberg et al's invention uses routines as vectors, as they can used with other 
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programs (Ramberg et al, [0055]). The routines are stored separately as files, and are 
pointed to when being used (Ramberg et al, [0055]). 

Consider Claim 32, and as applied to claim 25 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein the readable storage medium for storing step comprises: means for 
storing the information for accessing the monitored device in a device software object 
associated with the monitored device (Ramberg et al, [0040], [0044]-[0045]). It clearly 
shows that device data is captured from the device and stored in a database. 

Consider Claim 33, and as applied to claim 32 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein readable storage medium the device software object in random- 
access memory unit of the monitoring computer (Ramberg et al, [0051]). It clearly 

« 

shows that during monitoring the application software is incorporating the use of system 
memory. The remote HTML browser which is the remote monitoring console runs on a 
computer, UNIX workstation, host computer etc. These systems have random-access 
memory unit to function properly (Ramberg et al, [0051]). 

Consider Claim 34, and as applied to claim 25 above. Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein readable storage medium for retrieving step comprises: accessing 
the first memory using virtual functions associated with an abstract software class 
(Ramberg et al [0040]-[0041], [0047]). Ramberg et al clearly shows that the platform 
devices can be managed by the use of Dynamic User Inteface, as it uses XML. And the 
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XML provides a data standard to encode the content, semantics, and schemata for 
communication. The Java system management can also be used (which contains 
classes) for communication with SNMP agents [0049]. 

Consider Claim 35, and as applied to claim 25 above, Ramberg et al clearly 
discloses wherein readable storage medium for accessing step comprises: instructions 
for transmitting to the monitored device, information stored in the second memory 
necessary to access the monitored device using the selected communication protocol 
(Ramberg et al, [0038]-[0039], [0040]-[0041]). It clearly shows on the usage of memory 
on the system(s) when monitoring functionality is carried out when accessing the 
device(s) via SNMP. 

Consider Claim 36, and as applied to claim 35 above, Ramberg et al 
clearly discloses wherein the readable storage medium for accessing step comprises: 
means for receiving, by the monitored device, the transmitted information; and means 
for processing, by the monitored device, the received information (Ramberg et al. Fig 3, 
[0046], [0047], [0049], [0052]). It clearly shows that during monitoring, both the system 
monitor and the monitored devices transmit information to each other and vice-versa. 



Application/Control Number: 10/670,604 



Art Unit: 2143 



Page 19 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/1/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that 1,13, and 25, a recitation of the 
intended use of the claimed invention must result in a structural difference between the 
claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable of performing the 
intended use, then it meets the claim. 

Applicant argues because of reliance of an argument that Ramberg et al does 
not disclose the method/unit described in claims 1,13, and 25. Applicant states "remote 
computing system 120 does not directly access the monitored device (ADC Device 101 
or 102). On the contrary, any query sent by the computer of Ramberg et al needs to be 
relayed through the SNMP master agent 220 before the query is sent to the ADC device 
101 or 102. This is because the ADC device 101 or 102 only processes data in one 
communication protocol, and the SNMP master agent has to convert the format of the 
query into SNMP and the SNMP subagent has to convert the SNMP into the one 
communication protocol used by ADC device 101 or 102. Thus, the remote computer 
120 does not directly access the monitored device (ADC device 101 or 102)". 



ft 
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Please refer to the reference cited by the Examiner (Ramberg et al, US Pub 
20030014505 A1). 

Further more, the reference Ramberg et al (US Pub 20030014505 Al) clearly 
shows on the use of a remote computing system, which monitors devices (Ramberg et 
al, [0046]-[0049]). It shows on the use of a system management support unit, which 
communicates with the remote computing system using sockets, TCP, UDP etc. It 
clearly shows that it can operate with multiple protocols. 

Additional support can also be found with the use of a Management Information 
Base (MIB). The MIB communicates with the SNMP devices while providing 
information about each object, and operations allowed on the object. SNMP is the 
network management protocol of the Transmission Control/Internet Protocol. It clearly 
shows that the protocol being used is TCP/IP. It may also use UDP communication 
methods. As UDP is another protocol stack used in TCP/IP communication suite 
(Ramberg et al, [0037]-[0038]-[0039], [0043]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/670,604 



Art Unit: 2143 



Page 21 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final acfion and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anish Sikri whose telephone number is 571-270-1783. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Sam - 5pm Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Anish Sikri 
a.s. 

September 22, 2007 



SUPERVjS{ORY PATENT EXAMINE 
TECHNOLOGy CENTER 2100 



